First.?That the operation, in most cases, requires to be repeated, instead of being completed at one sitting; so that cutting is very often the more rapid mode of cure ; and it has very generally been believed that the accumulated dangers of all the operations necessary for crushing a stone are greater than those of the single operation of lithotomy. See a paper by Mr In L'Estrange's Lithotrite, the sliding blades, with which the stone was to be caught, were entirely separate from the screw, with which it was to be crushed. The latter was contained in a sort of box that had to be applied to the head of the blades as soon as the stone was caught, and to be detached again, when the sliding movement was necessary to catch a fresh piece. Thus considerable time was lost, and the operation unnecessarily prolonged, while the shaking and jerking of the instrument, in applying and detaching the box, and in screwing down the screw till it reached the head of the blades, often caused the stone to escape from the grasp of the instrument ; to say nothing of the irritation caused by the movement of the stone and blades together in the bladder. Brodie's instrument was a trifle better; the screwing apparatus was attached to the head of the blades, but, as they worked quite independently, it was necessary to move the screw down, ever so far, before it began to crush, and to withdraw it again before the blades could be separated by the sliding movement.
Both of these instruments had the disadvantage of having their blades fenestrated, thus being only adapted for breaking the stone into angular fragments, not for grinding it into sand, which is the object of the modern operation.
Moreover sitting. It will be observed that the first diameter was smaller than the two others. The explanation of this, I think, is, that the stone was first caught in its small diameter, then broken into two, and that the two pieces of the same size, afterwards caught, were the two halves in their long diameter, the sum of which is 2^ inches. This man was operated upon six times, at intervals varying from five to ten days. 
